NEW SALEM CITY PROCEEDINGS

REGULAR MEETING

Monday, April 2nd, 2018, 6:30 p.m.
City Auditorium Conference Room
These minutes are being published subject to review and revision by the New Salem City Council.
Fitterer called the meeting to order at 6:30pm.
Attendance

Council Mayor:  Lynette Fitterer.

Council members present:  Delton Kautzman, Eugene Schaaf, Josh Gaebe, Chad Goetzfridt, Delores Klusmann, 
Absent: Aglae Young
Others present:  City Auditor Melissa Davis, City Works Superintendent Dane Fuchs, City Engineer Todd Norton, City Assessor Linda Morris,  Alex Hager, Dave Halvorson  
Minutes

Klusmann moved and Gaebe seconded to approve the March 5th, 2018 city council minutes as presented, all voting aye, motion carried.
Hearing of Visitors

Mayor Fitterer called the Board of Equalization Meeting to order at 6:30pm.  Morris recommended the approval of a 5 year residential remodeling exemptions and (2) two year newly built residential exemption.  Kautzman moved and Schaaf seconded to approve the exemptions.  All in favor the motion carried.    City Assessor, Linda Morris shared the 2018 annual report for the City of New Salem.  The 2018 assessment for the City of New Salem was presented at $53,825,400 this is an increase of 3.3% from 2017.  Agricultural land value increase will be an average of 4% throughout Morton County and will be assessed at the County Board of Equalization.  Kautzman moved and Schaaf seconded to approve the 2017 Tax Valuation.  All voting aye, the motion carried.

A public hearing for the annexation of Outlot E was held, with no protests being heard Outlot E will become part of the City of New Salem.  Davis will file the paperwork with the county recorder’s office.
Dave Halvorson presented the council with several issues he has seen in the community and ideas for community development.  Halvorson stated that he would like to help the city and that he would be willing to work for free to begin with.  Fitterer stated that a vision was developed for the city several years ago and agreed that we may want to revisit those goals as a council.  Halvorson recommended the council give him a yes or no, Fitterer stated that at the current time it is a no, but upon review of the City’s vision we may change our minds.  Fitterer thanked Halvorson for coming.

Alex Hager visited with the council concerning the Morton County Fair Building.  On March 9th and 10th over 45,000 gallons of water was lost from a urinal getting plugged and stuck open from what was believed to be a piece of rust from the water main break on North 9th Street.  Fuchs also visited with Clay’s Plumbing and was told the toilet had to have been flushed for the valve to stick open as it did.  Hager asked for an open line of communication between the city and himself to hopefully prevent this type of incident from happening again.  Fuchs stated that both Brunen and himself try and contact everyone in the surrounding neighborhood when water main breaks occur.  The council also discussed the possibility of using code red to notify residents of water main breaks. 

Water & Sewer Committee

Davis presented a number of requirements for the USDA Loan application including a Conflict of Interest Policy and Conflict of Interest Certification and Disclosure.  Davis also stated that a Bond Council would need to be chosen.  Goetzftidt moved and Gaebe seconded to appoint Arntson, Stewart & Wegner PC, all voting aye the motion carried.  

A legal service agreement between the city and Mahoney & Mahoney was also presented.  Gaebe moved and Goetzfridt seconded to approve the legal service agreement as presented.  All voting aye the motion carried.
Fuchs informed the council that he was concerned about the water line to the northwest of DFC that has always been a problem for the city.  Fuchs suggested the council may want to consider replacing the line.
Auditorium Committee

Gaebe moved and Schaaf seconded to purchase a new sink for the auditorium gymnasium from Central Restaurant.  All voting aye the motion carried.   
Police Committee

The council reviewed the March 2018 police report.
Insurance Committee

Davis stated that the City’s Insurance is up for renewal with the ND Insurance Reserve Fund and that we will need to decided if we would like a higher liabilities limit than the current $2 million.  Klusmann moved and Schaaf seconded to increase to a $3 million liability limit.  All voting aye the motion carried.
Old Business

City Engineer, Todd Norton updated the council on the water/sewer/street project.  Norton stated that USDA should know in 2-4 weeks how much money has been allocated to them.  Norton is concerned that by the time the city has gone through the bid process construction wouldn’t be able to begin until June and the council was in agreement that it may be best to wait and ask for bids in the fall of 2018.  Norton also stated that the BNSF Railroad permit has been approved for the second location closer to Southwest Grain.  Last Norton informed the council that they are in the process of looking for interim financing since Rural Water is not interest in funding the project.
Consent Agenda
Schaaf moved and Klusmann seconded to approve the bills as presented, all voting aye the motion carried.
Paid Chk#  000193E
MAIN STREET CHECKS
4/2/2018
$161.08
Checks
Paid Chk#  000194E
WEB.COM
4/2/2018
$17.95
Paid Chk#  000195E
941 PAYMENT
4/2/2018
$2,931.90
Paid Chk#  014006
KELLER HARDWOOD FLOORS
3/12/2018
$7,500.00
week 2
Paid Chk#  014007
MOR- GRAN- SOU ELECTRIC
3/12/2018
$188.18
street lighting
Paid Chk#  014008
OFFICE DEPOT
3/12/2018
$49.56
Paid Chk#  014009
Blaich, John
3/19/2018
$123.11
Paid Chk#  014010
Brunen, Andy
3/19/2018
$991.11
Paid Chk#  014011
Davis, Melissa
3/19/2018
$781.75
Paid Chk#  014012
Fuchs, Dane
3/19/2018
$1,659.04
Paid Chk#  014013
Haff, Tyler
3/19/2018
$139.88
Paid Chk#  014014
Yellow Bird, Miranda
3/19/2018
$877.24
Paid Chk#  014015
COFER SANITATION
3/19/2018
$819.40
assessments
Paid Chk#  014016
KELLER HARDWOOD FLOORS
3/19/2018
$7,500.00
Week 3 payment
Paid Chk#  014017
MDU
3/19/2018
$4,965.06
street lights
Paid Chk#  014018
ONE CALL CONCEPTS
3/19/2018
$2.10
Paid Chk#  014019
Blaich, John
4/2/2018
$119.20
Paid Chk#  014020
Boehm, Donald
4/2/2018
$55.41
Paid Chk#  014021
Brunen, Andy
4/2/2018
$1,151.51
Paid Chk#  014022
Davis, Melissa
4/2/2018
$989.50
Paid Chk#  014023
Fitterer, Lynette
4/2/2018
$234.10
Paid Chk#  014024
Fuchs, Dane
4/2/2018
$1,463.50
Paid Chk#  014025
Gaebe, Joshua
4/2/2018
$277.05
Paid Chk#  014026
Goetzfridt, Chad
4/2/2018
$277.05

Paid Chk#  014027
Goetzfridt, Perrin
4/2/2018
$55.41
Paid Chk#  014028
Haff, Tyler
4/2/2018
$118.05
Paid Chk#  014029
Kautzman, Delton
4/2/2018
$254.42
Paid Chk#  014030
Klusmann, Delores
4/2/2018
$184.70
Paid Chk#  014031
Meyer, Mark
4/2/2018
$146.61
Paid Chk#  014032
Schaaf, Eugene
4/2/2018
$277.05
Paid Chk#  014033
Yellow Bird, Miranda
4/2/2018
$836.18
Paid Chk#  014034
Young, Aglae
4/2/2018
$184.70
Paid Chk#  014035
AE2S
4/2/2018
$30,380.00
Paid Chk#  014036
BRACE INTEGRATED SERVICES
4/2/2018
$4,284.85
ceiling coatings
Paid Chk#  014037
CLAYS PLUMBING
4/2/2018
$3,398.46
Paid Chk#  014038
COFER SANITATION
4/2/2018
$49.61
Paid Chk#  014039
DAKOTA SUPPLY GROUP
4/2/2018
$434.72
Paid Chk#  014040
DANE FUCHS
4/2/2018
$73.46
trap/wire
Paid Chk#  014041
MISSOURI WEST WATER SYSTEM4/2/2018
$12,656.13
water purchase
Paid Chk#  014042
MORTON COUNTY AUDITOR
4/2/2018
$3,360.00
police contract
Paid Chk#  014043
ND Chemistry Lab
4/2/2018
$223.63
Paid Chk#  014044
NDPERS
4/2/2018
$1,423.64
retirement payment
Paid Chk#  014045
NEW SALEM JOURNAL
4/2/2018
$604.25
Paid Chk#  014046
PAHLKE STEEL
4/2/2018
$63.84
Paid Chk#  014047
RAILROAD MANAGEMENT CO III
4/2/2018
$928.55
License water line encroachmen
Paid Chk#  014048
Security First Bank BC/BS
4/2/2018
$400.00
Dane insurance
Paid Chk#  014049
SPIFFY BIFFS
4/2/2018
$81.50
Paid Chk#  014050
Office of State Tax Commission
4/2/2018
$264.71
biannual audit
Paid Chk#  014051
TRAF-O-TERIA
4/2/2018
$249.18
ordinance violation tickets

Fitterer Adjourned the meeting at 7:50pm.
The next regular New Salem City Council meeting will be May 14th, 2018 at 6:30pm.
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Lynette Fitterer-Mayor
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Melissa Davis-Auditor
