NEW SALEM CITY PROCEEDINGS

REGULAR MEETING

Monday, March 9th, 2020, 6:30 p.m.
City Auditorium Council Room
These minutes are being published subject to review and revision by the New Salem City Council.
Fitterer called the meeting to order at 6:30pm.
Attendance

Council Mayor:  Lynette Fitterer.

Council members present:  Chad Goetzfridt, Perrin Goetzfridt, Josh Gaebe, Delton Kautzman, Eugene Schaaf, Darrell Itrich

Others present:  City Auditor Melissa Davis, City Engineer Todd Norton, City Works Superintendant Karson Henke, Janessa Vogel, Faye Sanders, Jim Dusek, Nathan Henke, Jim Toepke, Jon Moll
Minutes

Itrich moved and Schaaf seconded to approve the February 10th, city council minutes as presented, all voting aye, motion carried.
Hearing of Visitors

Faye Sanders came to discuss drainage issues she is having in the trailer court.  Sanders stated that the culvert by Brace isn’t functioning properly.  Water is coming down Third Street and has cause some yards and roads to flood.  City Works Superintendant, Karson Henke will check the culvert and make sure it isn’t plug with ice or mud.  
Jim Toepke came to discuss water issues that Elm Crest is having.  He stated that Elm Crest had concerns prior to the 2019 water/sewer/street project but they continue to have decreased pressure and flow that causes their pumps to cavitate.  Toepke also stated that they are getting sediment and mud in their water softener.  Henke stated that they have flushed the hydrants by Elm Crest and have flushed at Elm Crest.  Henke has arranged a visit from Rural Water the week of March 16th.  Rural water plans to do multiple tests to see if they can narrow the problem down.  City Engineer, Todd Norton also plans to discuss the issues with Rural Water and investigate their concerns.  

Kautzman moved and P. Goetzfridt seconded to approve the amendment to the owner-engineer agreement-amendment no. 4 presented by Norton.  All voting aye, the motion carried.  
Water & Sewer Committee

1. Install new watermain along Pine Avenue from 6th Street SW to 8th Street SW.  This portion of construction was designated as part of Priority 3 in the Preliminary Engineering report. If completed, this improvement would create an updated pipe loop within the City’s distribution system to enhance the fire flows for the southwest section of the City. Estimated Project Cost of additional project add-on is $226,878 (See Attached Cost Estimate).

2. Purchase a new computer and printer.  This computer and printer would replace the City’s current computer and printer which is approximately 5 years old.  This computer is used for utility billings. Quoted Cost is $1,632.00 (See attached quote)

3. Install automatic door opener/closures on the City building. The openers/closures would be installed on the two main public entrances. Total quoted price is $5,148.00 (See attached quotes)

4. Purchase a utility line tracer/locator.  The new watermains on Priority 1 were installed with tracing wires. This locator will enable the City employees to locate those watermains with accuracy. The City currently does not own a line tracer/locator. Total Cost is $2,067.80

Total costs of additions and purchases is estimated at $235,725.80. 

New Salem’s water supplier, Missouri West, has increased our water rates by $0.20/1000 gallons.  Gaebe moved and Itrich seconded to increase the amount the city charges for water by $0.20/1000 gallons.  Schaaf, C. Goetzfridt, P. Goetzfridt, Gaebe and Itrich voted aye, Kautzman voted nay, motion carried.  
Fitterer stated that the hydrant by Post Office is leaking.  Henke stated that when they wrench down on it they are able to get the hydrant to stop leaking temporarily.  Henke said he will keep a close eye on it.
The council spoke with Brian Osowski, Senior Municipal Advisor with Amko advisors.  Osowski stated that bond rates continue to drop and it is a great time to consider a refinance.  Osowski said they ran an analysis for the city in January and at that time found he could save the city approximately $70,000 by refinancing the current bonds from the 2008 lagoon project.  Osowski stated that rates have continued to drop and feels the city’s savings will even be greater than $70,000.  Kautzman moved and Itrich seconded to allow Amko advisors to get bids.  All voting aye the motion carried.  
Auditorium Committee

Fitterer presented a rent reduction/exemption from the New Salem Booster Club for the NSA High School Athletic Banquet.  The New Salem-Almont School already receives a discounted rate for use of the auditorium.  After much discussion the council was in agreement that we cannot continue to give the use of the auditorium away.  It was discussed that the auditorium is not making enough on rent to cover the monthly electric bills.  Gaebe moved and Itrich seconded to deny the rent exemption/reduction for the Booster Club.  All voting aye the motion carried.
Police Committee
The council reviewed the February 2020 police report.
Ordinances

Davis presented Ordinance #2020-02 AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF UP TO $1,500,000 CITY OF NEW SALEM, NORTH DAKOTA SALES TAX REVENUE BONDS TO FINANCE INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS.  Gaebe moved and Kautzman seconded to approve the first reading.  All voting aye the motion carried.

Old Business
Davis recommended getting a tracfone for the City Works Department.  A phone can be purchased for approximately $50 and then 120 minutes could be purchased for up to 120 days.  Davis stated that 120 minutes may not last for a full 4 months and more minutes may have to be purchase prior to the 120 day expiration.  C. Goetzfridt moved and P. Goetzfridt seconded to try out the tracfone.  All voting aye the motion carried. 
New Business
Henke stated that he was contacted by the new owner of the land that boarders the lagoon.  The new owner would like to have a better fence in place for cattle.  The council was in agreement that if the owner wants a new fence that is their responsibility.  The current fence meets our needs at the lagoon.
Consent Agenda
Gaebe moved and  Schaaf seconded to approve the consent agenda.

1. Gaming Permit Applications

a. ND Fur Takers Association

b. West River Rodeo Bible Camp

2. Special Liquor License Permit  

a. Buck N Rooster to the Auditorium-4/4/20-Wedding 

C. Goetzfridt moved and Schaaf seconded to approve the bills as presented, all voting aye the motion carried.
Paid Chk#  
941 PAYMENT
3/9/2020
$2,605.12
Paid Chk#  
NDPERS
3/9/2020
$1,380.71
retirement payment
Paid Chk#  
WEB.COM
3/9/2020
$17.95
Paid Chk#  015139
VOID
2/18/2020
$0.00
Paid Chk#  015140
VOID
2/18/2020
$0.00
Paid Chk#  015141
VOID
2/18/2020
$0.00
Paid Chk#  015142
VOID
2/18/2020
$0.00
Paid Chk#  015143
VOID
2/18/2020
$0.00
Paid Chk#  015144
VOID
2/18/2020
$0.00
Paid Chk#  015145
Blaich, John
2/18/2020
$185.65
Paid Chk#  015146
Brunen, Andy
2/18/2020
$1,258.04
Paid Chk#  015147
Davis, Melissa
2/18/2020
$838.64
Paid Chk#  015148
Haff, Tyler
2/18/2020
$180.23
Paid Chk#  015149
Henke, Karson
2/18/2020
$1,089.31
Paid Chk#  015150
Yellow Bird, Miranda
2/18/2020
$932.27
Paid Chk#  015151
MDU
2/18/2020
$3,412.51
auditorium
Paid Chk#  015152
Blaich, John
3/2/2020
$185.65
Paid Chk#  015153
Brunen, Andy
3/2/2020
$1,151.87
Paid Chk#  015154
Davis, Melissa
3/2/2020
$838.64
Paid Chk#  015155
Haff, Tyler
3/2/2020
$180.23
Paid Chk#  015156
Henke, Karson
3/2/2020
$1,202.46
Paid Chk#  015157
Meyer, Mark
3/2/2020
$92.35

Paid Chk#  015158
Yellow Bird, Miranda
3/2/2020
$544.13
Paid Chk#  015159
ACME ELECTRIC CO
3/9/2020
$300.00
Generator
Paid Chk#  015160
AE2S
3/9/2020
$32,785.75
Municipal Engineering
Paid Chk#  015161
AGENCY MABU
3/9/2020
$35.00
domain renewal
Paid Chk#  015162
AMERIPRIDE SERVICES
3/9/2020
$392.64
aud floor mats
Paid Chk#  015163
ATCO INTERNATIONAL
3/9/2020
$67.00
All-Pro
Paid Chk#  015164
CENTRAL DAKOTA FRONTIER
3/9/2020
$113.13
gas and oil
Paid Chk#  015165
COFER SANITATION
3/9/2020
$153.01
Paid Chk#  015166
CORE & MAIN
3/9/2020
$2,437.42
Paid Chk#  015167
FARMERS LUMBER & GAMBLES
3/9/2020
$351.50
aud/shop supplies
Paid Chk#  015168
MELISSA DAVIS
3/9/2020
$48.22
time cards, computer cord
Paid Chk#  015169
MISSOURI WEST WATER SYSTEM3/9/2020
$12,716.49
water purchase
Paid Chk#  015170
MORTON COUNTY AUDITOR
3/9/2020
$3,360.00
police contract
Paid Chk#  015171
NAPA
3/9/2020
$629.34
equipment parts
Paid Chk#  015172
ND Chemistry Lab
3/9/2020
$251.58
Paid Chk#  015173
ND SURPLUS PROPERTY
3/9/2020
$2,990.00
shop and city misc
Paid Chk#  015174
PAHLKE STEEL
3/9/2020
$176.62
Paid Chk#  015175
RAILROAD MANAGEMENT CO III
3/9/2020
$928.55
waterline encroachements
Paid Chk#  015176
TRANSTRASH
3/9/2020
$337.71
Paid Chk#  015177
WEST RIVER 
3/9/2020
$237.92
phones
Fitterer adjourned the meeting at 7:55pm.
The next regular New Salem City Council meeting will be April 13th, 2020 at 6:30pm, beginning with the Board of Equalization.
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Lynette Fitterer-Mayor
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Melissa Davis-Auditor
