NEW SALEM CITY PROCEEDINGS

REGULAR MEETING

Monday, April 3rd, 2023, 6:30 p.m.
City Auditorium 
These minutes are being published subject to review and revision by the New Salem City Council.
Fitterer called the meeting to order at 6:30pm.

Attendance

Council Mayor:  Lynette Fitterer

Council members present:  Chad Goetzfridt, Perrin Goetzfridt, Josh Gaebe, Delton Kautzman, Bryan Moen, Corey Lausch

Others present:  City Auditor Melissa Davis, City Works Superintendant Colby McGrath, City Engineer Todd Norton, Robyn Thiel, Jon Englestad, Vicki Keuther, Jamie Mosbrucker, Brooke Mosbrucker, Leon Samual, Dale Hoger, Melanie Gaebe, Edie Cole, Richard Cole, Anthony Soupir, Mike Pazdernik, Dana Pazdernik, Rob Boehm, Arlen Olin, Mike Toepke, Crystal Toepke, Tom Wolff, Don Boehm, Lawton Backhaus, Troy Moos, Carrie Cofer, Dan Phillips, Kathy Phillips, Donald LaFleur, Lori Dirk
 Minutes

Moen moved and Lausch seconded to approve the March 13th, 2023 city council minutes as presented.   All voting aye, the motion carried.

Hearing of Visitors

Fitterer called the Board of Equalization meeting to order.  Donald LaFleur stated that in 2022 the average residential home sale was $165,000 compared to $132,000 in 2021.  That’s about a 25% average increase.  Under North Dakota Century Code each taxing entity can only collect, through property taxes, their approved budget each year. Since all taxing entities will collect their approved budget, regardless of assessments, there is no real reduction or increase of property taxes but simply shifting of tax burden among property owners. The goal, under North Dakota Century Code, is to bring equity by assessing properties at the best estimate of what they could sell for on the open market.  LaFleur recommended a residential value of $59,954,600, commercial value of $12,607,300, and agricultural property valued of $156,900.  Seeing there were many concerns by local residents, Kautzman moved and Moen seconded to table the Board of Equalization until May 8th, 2023 at 6:30pm giving LaFleur time to meet with any concerned residents.  All voting aye, the motion carried.  
Norton updated the council on the priority 4 and 5 project.  Norton stated that the preconstruction meeting was held earlier Monday morning and things are moving forward as planned.  Construction is set to begin on May 10th.
Auditorium Committee

McGrath stated that Traveler’s Boiler Inspection was out and completed an inspection of the auditorium boiler.  A repair was needed on a pipe which HA Thompson came out and fixed on Thursday, March 30th.  Sometime Thursday night or Friday morning the float of the boiler got stuck resulting in water being forced into the pipes to the radiators.  When McGrath arrived at auditorium Friday morning there was water on the gym floor and in the basement of the building.  Clay’s Plumbing came out and discovered a crack in the boiler system that cannot be repaired due to the age of the unit and parts no longer being available.  The council was in agreement to have City Engineer, Todd Norton give us a recommendation of a mechanical engineer to design a new heating system for the auditorium.   
Police Committee

The council reviewed the March police report.
Board of Health

Fitterer informed the council that the ND Department of Health, Food and Lodging Division are working with the Arrowhead Inn about the reported concerns.  Mahoney advised that at the current time it is best just to let them continue to work with the Department of Health since they have stricter regulations than the city for lodging facilities. 
Personnel Committee
The council reviewed the March city works report.  
New Business

Davis stated that Mahoney and Mahoney presented an offer to the council to switch to a flat monthly fee of $400/month.  Davis stated it would be an advantage to the city to be able to use Mahoney’s services as much as needed without racking up major legal fees.   C. Goetzfridt moved and Gaebe seconded to have Mahoney draft a proposal.  All voting aye, the motion carried.

Consent Agenda
Gaebe moved and Lausch seconded to approve the consent agenda as presented.  All voting aye, the motion carried.

Liquor License Transfers


5/6/23
The Field to Auditorium - Wedding


6/17/23   The Field to Auditorium - Wedding

Lausch moved and C. Geotzfridt seconded to approve the bills.  All voting aye the motion carried. 
435e
ADA SIGN DEPOT
4/3/2023
$433.75
ADA Signs
436e
ZIONS BANK
4/3/2023
        $40,963.75 Lagoon Project
437e
941 PAYMENT
4/3/2023
$4,232.88
438e
NDPERS
4/3/2023
$1,990.23
retirement payment
439e
WEB.COM
4/3/2023
$19.99
16823
LIFETIME PRODUCTS, INC
3/16/2023
$24,230.83
Order #473895Q
16824
MDU
3/16/2023
$4,619.00
street lights
16825
Blaich, John
3/27/2023
$249.98
16826
Davis, Melissa
3/27/2023
$1,418.30
16827
Fitterer, Lynette
3/27/2023
$354.62
16828
Gaebe, Joshua
3/27/2023
$277.05
16829
Goetzfridt, Chad
3/27/2023
$277.05
16830
Goetzfridt, Perrin
3/27/2023
$277.05
16831
Haff, Tyler
3/27/2023
$243.04
16832
Kautzman, Delton
3/27/2023
$263.22

16833
Kazandjian, Raymond
3/27/2023
$1,212.06
16834
Lausch, Corey
3/27/2023
$184.70
16835
McGrath, Colby
3/27/2023
$1,946.71
16836
Moen, Bryan
3/27/2023
$276.49
16837
Yellow Bird, Miranda
3/27/2023
$1,081.14
16838
A2Z PLUMBING
4/3/2023
         $1,000.00 Backflow 
16839
ARAMARK
4/3/2023
$988.66
aud floor mats
16840
CORE & MAIN
4/3/2023
         $2,437.42  Metering equipment 
16841
ESCO
4/3/2023
$1,032.39
plow blade
16842
HOESEL CONSTRUCTION
4/3/2023
$7,400.00
snow removal
16843
MARC
4/3/2023
$306.77
spray paint
16844
MELISSA DAVIS
4/3/2023
$177.55
mileage, ADA Signs, lamination
16845
MISSOURI WEST WATER SYSTEM
4/3/2023
$12,206.90
water purchase
16846
MORTON COUNTY AUDITOR
4/3/2023
$3,360.00
police contract
16847
NAPA
4/3/2023
$260.64
equipment parts
Fitterer adjourned the meeting at 7:23pm.  The next regular New Salem City Council meeting May 8th, 2023 @ 6:30pm
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Melissa Davis-Auditor
