NEW SALEM CITY PROCEEDINGS

REGULAR MEETING

Monday, August 7th, 2023, 6:30 p.m.
City Auditorium 
These minutes are being published subject to review and revision by the New Salem City Council.
Fitterer called the meeting to order at 6:30pm.

Attendance
Council Mayor:  Lynette Fitterer

Council members present:  Chad Goetzfridt, Josh Gaebe, Delton Kautzman, Corey Lausch, Perrin Goetzfridt

Absent:  Bryan Moen 
Others present:  City Auditor Melissa Davis, City Engineer Todd Norton, Robyn Thiel, Mark Isaacs, Vickie Keuther, Marcus Erhardt, Duane and Karen Maier, Jon Engelstad
 Minutes

C. Goetzfridt moved and Lausch seconded to approve the July 10th, 2023 city council minutes.  All voting aye, the motion carried.  Kautzman moved and C. Goetzfridt seconded to approve the July 18th special meeting minutes as presented.  All voting aye, the motion carried.

Public Hearing

Fitterer called the zoning change request public hearing to order at 6:30pm.  Hearing no protests or comments, Gaebe moved and Lausch seconded to approve the following four zoning change requests for Vicki Keuther.  All voting aye, the motion carried.

1. NEW SALEM LANDS;  Description of Property:  S 50' OF LOT 4 OF NE 1/4, Being part of Section 16, Township 139, Range 85, West of the Fifth Principal Meridian, City of New Salem, Morton County, North Dakota.  Said tract of land contains 0.22 acres, more or less.  The zoning is C-3 (Commercial) and is being proposed to change to A (Agricultural) District.  
2. NEW SALEM LANDS;  Description of Property:  N 16' OF LOT 5 OF NE 1/4, Being part of Section 16, Township 139, Range 85, West of the Fifth Principal Meridian, City of New Salem, Morton County, North Dakota.  Said tract of land contains 0.07 acres, more or less.  The zoning is C-3 (Commercial) and is being proposed to change to A (Agricultural) District.
3. NEW SALEM LANDS;  Description of Property:  W 220' OF S 66' OF LOT 8 OF NE 1/4, Being part of Section 16, Township 139, Range 85, West of the Fifth Principal Meridian, City of New Salem, Morton County, North Dakota.  Said tract of land contains 0.33 acres, more or less.  The zoning is C-3 (Commercial) and is being proposed to change to A (Agricultural) District.
4. NEW SALEM LANDS;  Description of Property:  E 165' OF S 66' OF LOT 8 OF NE 1/4, Being part of Section 16, Township 139, Range 85, West of the Fifth Principal Meridian, City of New Salem, Morton County, North Dakota.  Said tract of land contains 0.25 acres, more or less.  The zoning is C-3 (Commercial) and is being proposed to change to A (Agricultural) District.    
Fitterer called the informational public hearing to order at 7:00pm.   Norton stated In 2016 AE2S evaluated the current water and sewer system and 76% of the water system had inadequate fire flow and the sewer is original, most of it installed in the 1940’s.  Priority 6 will include both North First and Second Street from Main Ave to Elm Ave along with Main, Cedar, and Elm Ave from 1st Street to 3rd Street.  The project will include new water mains, hydrants, sanitary sewer, and new paving from curb to curb with handicapped ramps off the sidewalks.  Funding for the project will include USDA grant and loan and also a community facilities loan from the USDA.  The project is projected to cost $3.25 million of which the city is eligible for a grant up to 45%.  The remainder that is financed will be repaid through a utility bill adder of $5/month and with funds from our local sales tax.  Norton stated that operation and maintenance costs have significantly decreased with the completion of the previous projects.  Norton opened the meeting for questions and concerns.
Water &Sewer Committee

The council discussed the water service improvement plan for the Morton County Fairgrounds.  Norton recommended approval.  Gaebe moved and Kautzman seconded to approve the plan as presented.  All voting aye, the motion carried.  Gaebe stated that the council will need to review easements at a later date.  
Norton updated the council on the priority 4 and 5 project and presented the Contractor’s Application for Payment No. 3 in the amount of $783,626.03.  Lausch moved and P. Goetzfridt seconded to approve pay application three.  All voting aye, the motion carried.
Auditorium Committee

Kautzman stated he was able to meet with Kirk Toepke from Gambles to discuss the storage room addition.  Toepke is working with Dale Hoger to put together an estimate.  Kautzman is hopeful we will have an estimate in the next month. 
Demolition of the old boiler and piping is complete.  Davis stated that with the removal of the old radiators it is quite obvious that the auditorium gym is desperately in need of wall repair and painting.  The contractor recommends painting before the new radiators are installed in October.  Davis contacted 6 commercial painters but has only received one quote from Brace Integrated Services.  The council was in agreement to wait a couple weeks and see if any other estimates would come in.  Gaebe recommends having Brace give us a quote for sealing the mural in the gym also.  Davis will contact Brace.
Police Committee

The council reviewed the July police reports.

Building Committee

The council reviewed the Highway 31 Commercial Park Plat.  Mark Isaacs stated that City Engineer, Todd Norton, had a few concerns on the plat so changes were made to the original plat design to address all of Norton’s concerns.  Kautzman moved and Lausch seconded to approve the final plat as presented.   All voting aye, the motion carried.  
Personal Committee

The council reviewed the city work report.
Davis stated that 3 applications were received for the City Works Superintendent position.  The council was in agreement to interview in the next few week.  C. Goetzfridt will schedule interviews.
Davis informed the council that John Blaich has resigned from his custodial position with the city.  Davis stated that the Custodian, Miranda YellowBird, has no concerns about taking on his responsibilities.  

New Business

The council reviewed and discussed the preliminary budget as presented by Davis.  Kautzman moved and C. Goetzfirdt seconded to approve the preliminary budget.  All voting aye, the motion carried.  The final budget hearing will be September 11th, 2023 at 6:30pm in the New Salem City Auditorium Council Room.
Vickie Keuther presented pictures of the clock the Community Betterment would like to put on the front of the auditorium.  The council would like to know what materials the clock is made of and would prefer to see if mounting a clock over the center of the front door would be possible instead of putting it on a side.  Keuther plans to gather additional information. 
Consent Agenda
Gaebe moved and Lausch seconded to approve the consent agenda as presented.  All voting aye, the motion carried.
1.  Liquor License Transfer – The Fluffy Owl to the New Salem Auditorium – Wedding – 9/2/23
2. Gaming Permit Application – St. Pius Church - Raffle
Kautzman moved and C. Goetzfridt seconded to approve the bills.  All voting aye the motion carried.
455e
941 PAYMENT
7/7/2023
$4,397.65
456e
WEB.COM
8/7/2023
$19.99
457e
BANK OF NORTH DAKOTA
8/7/2023
$35,150.00
Priority 1 SRF Series 2021B
458e
BANK OF NORTH DAKOTA
8/7/2023
$35,150.00
Priority 1 SRF Series 2021C
459e
941 PAYMENT
8/7/2023
$5,431.07
460e
NDPERS
8/7/2023
$2,454.94
retirement payment
16993
Becker, Carter
7/17/2023
$682.42
16994
Blaich, John
7/17/2023
$210.20
16995
Davis, Melissa
7/17/2023
$1,237.06
16996
Haff, Tyler
7/17/2023
$305.05

16997
Kazandjian, Raymond
7/17/2023
$1,465.16
16998
McGrath, Colby
7/17/2023
$1,093.69
16999
Yellow Bird, Miranda
7/17/2023
$1,066.10
17000
MDU
7/17/2023
$3,102.59
shop
17001
ZIONS BANK
7/17/2023
$400.00
Annual Paying Agent Fee
17002
Becker, Carter
7/31/2023
$880.04
17003
Blaich, John
7/31/2023
$159.31
17004
Davis, Melissa
7/31/2023
$1,237.06
17005
Haff, Tyler
7/31/2023
$320.81
17006
Kazandjian, Raymond
7/31/2023
$1,608.76
17007
Yellow Bird, Miranda
7/31/2023
$1,096.59
17008
ARAMARK
8/7/2023
$379.03
aud floor mats
17009
BRAUN ELECTRIC INC
8/7/2023
$1,191.59
Remove low spot north city siren, a/c surge protectors
17010
CENTRAL DAKOTA FRONTIER
8/7/2023
$801.66
gas and oil
17011
DAKOTA SUPPLY GROUP
8/7/2023
$1,265.19
repair sleeves
17012
FARMERS LUMBER & GAMBLES
8/7/2023
$655.28
aud/shop supplies
17013
Linde Gas & Equipment
8/7/2023
$379.15
Cylinder lease
17014
MARC
8/7/2023
$1,035.96
enzymes
17015
MELISSA DAVIS
8/7/2023
$63.13
mileage, recorders fees
17016
MISSOURI WEST WATER SYSTEM
8/7/2023
$18,451.89
water purchase
17017
MOR- GRAN- SOU ELECTRIC
8/7/2023
$130.12
street lighting
17018
MORTON COUNTY AUDITOR
8/7/2023
$3,360.00
police contract
17019
NAPA
8/7/2023
$1,314.81
equipment parts
17020
OFFICE DEPOT Business Credit
8/7/2023
$478.60
Ink
17021
OLD RED TRAIL
8/7/2023
       $500.00 Donation
17022
ONE CALL CONCEPTS
8/7/2023
$48.10
17023
PRAIRIE ENGINEERING
8/7/2023
$21,375.00
Boiler Replacement Design 75%
17024
RITEWAY
8/7/2023
$1,248.52
water bill forms
17025
SECURITY FIRST BANK
8/7/2023
$3,610.00
payroll taxes
17026
TRANSTRASH
8/7/2023
$1,139.17
17027
WEST RIVER 
8/7/2023
$237.15
phones
Fitterer adjourned the meeting at 7:46pm.  The next regular New Salem City Council meeting will be September 11th, 2023 @ 6:30pm
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Lynette Fitterer-Mayor
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Melissa Davis-Auditor
