AN ORDINANCE ENACTING SECTION 7.0131 OF THE CITY CODE OF THE CITY OF NEW SALEM, NORTH DAKOTA RELATING TO WATER AND SEWER RATES AND GOVERNING SERVICE.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW SALEM, NORTH DAKOTA AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1:  Section 7.0131 entitled “Revised  Regulations Governing Service ” is hereby enacted as follows:

7.0131  Revised  Regulations Governing Service   The following rules and regulations shall be considered a part of the contract with every person who takes water and/or sewer service supplied by the city through the city waterworks system and every such person who takes such service shall be considered to be bound thereby.

1. Shutting Off Water - Who Authorized.  No person except an authorized employee of the water department shall shut off or turn off the water at the curb cock to any premises without first obtaining permission from the water department.

2.
City Reserves Right to Shut Off Water - Notice.  In the case of making repairs or constructing new work, the city reserves the right to shut off the water at once and keep the same shut off as long as may be necessary to accomplish such purposes. Service may also be discontinued for nonpayment of bills or for disregard of rules and regulations affecting the service.  

3.
Non-liability of City for Deficient Supply or Quality of Water.  It is expressly provided that the city shall in no event be or become liable to any consumer of water for a deficiency in the supply of water or the quality thereof, whether by shutting off the same to make repairs or to construct new work or for any other cause whatsoever.

4.
Shutting Off Water - Charge for.  The water department shall make a charge of Five and No/100 Dollars ($5.00) each for shutting off or turning on services for any reason or purpose, other than nonpayment of water bill, in which case the reconnection fee shall be Fifty and No/100 Dollars ($50.00), payable in advance of reconnection. 

5.
Entrance and Access to Premises by Waterworks Employees.  Authorized employees of the water and sewer department shall have free access to any premises supplied with water, at proper times, to inspect and ascertain the condition of the meters and fixtures, or for reading meters, and no owner or occupant shall refuse such employees such access.  The water department shall have the right to enter any premises and remove the meter for the purpose of examination and test after first notifying the owner or occupant, and to shut off the water to premises where free access is prevented.

     6.

Fire Hydrants - Who May Open.  No person except city employees and fire fighters in the performance of their official duties shall open or cause to be opened any fire hydrant without the written permission of the water superintendent.

7.
If the consumer is going to be gone and requests to have the water turned off at the curb stop, not just inside the house, the consumer will need to contact a city employee.  There is a $20.00 fee for shutting it off and there will be another $20.00 fee for turning it back on.

8.  
As long as the consumers water system is linked to the city’s water main, they will pay the base fee plus any water usage.  There are no exceptions to this rule.  If your water system has been disconnected from the City’s water main for 1 year or more, it is then your option to contact the city auditor’s office to terminate your quarterly billing.  To reconnect this water line after it has been terminated, a $100.00 fee will be charged. 

9.
All NSF checks received by the City of New Salem will be charged a $25.00 fee.  The fee and the NSF check must be paid within 45 days or the city will take further action.  If the NSF check is not paid by the disconnect date on your water bill, your water will be disconnected.  
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