REGULAR MEETING

6:30 p.m. Monday , January 10th, 2011 City Auditorium Conference Room.

Council Mayor Lynette Fitterer.

Council members present: Delton Kautzman, Gary Hoffmann, Jason Young and Eugene Schaaf, Philip Bader and Aglae Young
Others present:  City Auditor Shian Wessels, Dane Fuchs, Scott Jaeger, James Boehm, Andy Zachmeier, Mike Aubel, Lance Schmidt, Darrell Wreye, Tracy Cofer, John Doninguez and John Mahoney
Minutes

Hoffmann moved and Schaaf seconded to approve the minutes of the December meeting, all voting yes the motion passed.   
Hearing of Visitors

Scott Jaeger, GM for Cenex/Userve and Ag Vantage of New Salem, came to the board to discuss the possibility of New Salem implementing another Off sale liquor license.  Jaeger explained that in the last several years their facility has done over $150,000 worth of improvements to the U/Serve store.  The store is struggling to survive and may close if it looses any of its current off sale liquor revenue.  Jaeger feels that implementing another off sale license will only split the current off sale liquor revenue not generate more.  Fitterer asked Jaeger how much revenue is generated from interstate sales.  Jaeger felt a very small percentage comes from out of town sales with the exception of holidays and hunting season.  

Darrel Wreye and Lance Schmidt came to the board to discuss the renewal of the midcontinent franchise contract.  Wreye explained to the council that he felt midcontinent provided a valuable service to our residents and that they supply us with top quality cable services.  They have done several improvements to the service in the last several years and are looking to extend their relationship with New Salem.  Kautzman asked about section 2 article 5 in the contract referring to Midco’s promise to expand their services if there are the possibilities of 25 or more hookups within a one mile radius.  Wreye explained that those figures are in place to ensure that Midco can meet their cost needs for service extensions.  Hoffmann and Wessels explained their frustration with Midcontinent when they dismissed New Salem’s request to expand services North of Hwy 10.  At the time New Salem offered to trench them a ditch for the line and pay for the cable.  Midcontinent turned us down due to their costs for the project.  Wreye understood our concerns but explained that there was no way for them to make money off of the one customer looking to use the services.  Wessels felt that over the last couple of years communication has been very poor with Midcontinent and was concerned with Midcontinent’s disconnection to the community.  Wreye said that they would work to improve those issues and hope that the contract could be renewed.  
Street Committee

Fuchs informed the board that he is still waiting on more information and a chance to drive the potential road grader.  Fuchs will report back to the February meeting.  
Young, Fuchs and Wessels explained in great detail the grade and drainage improvement project that took place this summer South of the New Salem Vet Clinic.  The area improved has been a drainage issue for many years and an area that cattails and mosquitoes have lived for awhile.  Because of our manholes in the area and our need to access them Fuchs called Morton County to have them repair the ditch problems.  After several phone calls Nick Kraft faxed Fuchs a Joint Powers Agreement showing that it was New Salem’s responsibility to maintain that area.  Fuchs then proceeded to spend the next several weeks grading the area, hauling in dirt and installing a new culvert.  After further examination of the Joint Powers Agreement is was discovered that Hwy 31 was not included in the agreement leaving the repairs to be the responsibility of the county.  Wessels attended the Morton County Commissioners meeting in November to discuss reimbursement and it was decided that the issue warranted more research.  James Boehm, Andy Zachmeierer and Mike Aubel, from Morton County attended the meeting to discuss the issue further with the city council.  Aubel feels that even though the Joint Powers agreement does not list Hwy 31, it should have there for the county should not be liable.  Aubel also felt that the area could be a natural low spot and not the county’s responsibility.  It was pointed out that the ditch was redone several years ago and the city has had issues with it ever sense then.  Zachmeierer suggested that the city write a formal request with the Joint Powers agreement and present it to the Morton County Commissioners the following day.  J Young moved and Kautzman seconded to have Wessels provide them with the documents requested, all voting yes the motion passed.   Auditorium Committee
Wessels updated the board on the auditorium renovation progress.  They have started the work on the conference rooms this week and hope to be done with one side within the next two weeks.  Wessels explained that the windows in the main building are in and the offices are half way done.  Progress is moving quickly and the work is going smoothly.  Wessels informed the board that decision must be made about trim, ceilings and painting for it to move forward.  Wessels explained that she is working on a grant through MDU for up to fifteen thousand dollars toward Auditorium improvements.  

Kautzman moved and A Young seconded to approve the trim, door and window jams and the repainting of the auditorium, all voting yes the motion passed.  Hoffmann informed the board the painting labor is being volunteered by Gloria’s paint and etc and that paint is being purchased for the auditorium from Gambles and the offices and conference room from Marshall Lumber. 

J Young moved and Schaaf seconded to approve the installation of a false ceiling in the conference and office rooms, all voting yes the motion passed.

Hoffmann moved and A Young seconded to purchase mahogany trim for the front offices, all voting yes the motion passed.  

Hoffmann moved and J Young seconded to approve Wessels to move forward with an MDU energy grant, all voting yes the motion passed.  With this grant Wessels would like to look towards improving the lighting in the auditorium and flooring.  

Sanitation Committee
Tracy Cofer came to the meeting to request a rate increase for Cofer Sanitation of four dollars per quarter.  This cost request increase is due to Mitch Kaelberer raising his dumping fees this Spring and the gas price increases.  Cofer is also looking to purchase a new truck to try to cut back on some of his gas costs.  Hoffmann moved and A Young seconded to approve the rate increase of four dollars per quarter for Cofer Sanitation beginning January 1st, 2011, all voting yes the motion passed.  Kautzman moved and Bader seconded to have Cofer Sanitization amend the current contract with the adjustments  all voting yes the motion passed.  Cofer will bring the new contract to the February meeting.  
Wessels presented an updated transfer station proposal and a transfer station key contract.  The council decided to attach a $250.00 annual fee for all private key holders.  Other modifications of the two proposals were made and the final versions will be presented at the February meeting.  Wessels asked the council to consider who would be in charge of hiring and supervising the new transfer station employees that will monitor the facility.  It was decided that the personnel committee would be in charge of hiring and supervising.  
The council was updated on the removal of the scrap iron and appliances at the transfer station this last month.  JNR salvage removed everything and cleaned up the area.  They paid the city very well and did a great job of the cleanup.  The city is very happy with the work that they did.  The contract with JNR was reviewed and it was decided to have them specify what “annual” means and it will be reviewed at the February meeting.  

Police Committee

J Young and Hoffmann seconded to approve the 2011 Morton County Police Contracts as presented, all voting yes the motion passed.  

The council reviewed the 4th quarter police reports and asked the Wessels invite Bryan Kirchmeyer and Scott Austin to the February meeting to discuss the reports further.  

Personnel Committee

A Young and J Young explained that they feel the auditor’s position should remain part-time until a job description can be supplied for the council to make a more informed decision on what the position entails and what they would like the position to include.  J Young moved  and Hoffmann seconded to keep the auditor position part-time and to give Wessels a .514% cost of living raise, all voting yes the motion passed.  Kautzman moved and Hoffmann seconded to have the raise be proactive to January 1st, 2011, all voting yes the motion passed.  

Board of Health

The board discussed the home at 211 North 2nd Street.  A letter from Custer Health was issued in the Fall of 2010 after the local authorities were called to the home.  Several pictures were taken at the time of the health and structural concerns in the building.  Custer Health ordered the property be cleaned up and the structural concerns be repaired or the City would be allowed to take legal action.  Jon Mahoney, the city attorney, explained in great detail the legal rights that the city has when it comes to health concerns of local homes.  Schaaf moved and Bader seconded to refer this issue to committee, Schaaf, Bader, J Young, A Young and Hoffmann voted yes and Kautzman voted no, motion passed.  
Hoffmann, A Young and Bader will meet this week to discuss the situation further and bring a recommendation to the next meeting.  

Ordinances
The board discussed the 2nd and Final reading of the addition of a 2nd City off sale liquor license. Hoffmann informed the board that he feels New Salem has enough liquor licenses to offer sufficient selection and demand for the current population.  Hoffmann also pointed out that with New Salem’s close distance to Mandan/Bismarck, that if consumers are unhappy with the prices or supply they can shop there.  Schaaf thought the new liquor license would bring more tax dollars to New Salem from interstate revenue.  Kautzman moved and Schaaf seconded the second and final reading of ordinance #2010-01 to amend and re-enact section 8.0605 of the revised ordinances of the City of New Salem to add an additional off-sale liquor license, J Young –no, Kautzman – yes, Hoffmann- no, Schaaf- yes, Bader – no and A Young abstained, motion failed 4-2.  
Old Business
Hoffman moved and A Young seconded to table the midcontinent franchise renewal until the city attorney has time to review the contract, all voting yes the motion passed.  New Business
Schaaf moved and Kautzman seconded to approve the pledge of securities as presented, all voting yes the motion passed.  Schaaf moved and Bader seconded to approve the renewal of CD #52296, all voting yes the motion passed.  
Bills were presented and approved for payment with a motion by Hoffmann moved  and seconded by A Young, all voting yes the motion passed unanimously. 

	Paid Chk#  009215     ND INSURANCE DEPARTMENT     1/10/2011
                   $5.11 insurance adjustment

Paid Chk#  009216
ND LEAGUE OF CITIES
1/10/2011
$50.00
drug testing

Paid Chk#  009217
NEW SALEM JOURNAL
1/10/2011
$801.81

Paid Chk#  009218
OFFICE DEPOT CREDIT PLAN
1/10/2011
$234.14

Paid Chk#  009219
ROUGH RIDERS INDUSTRY
1/10/2011
$230.00
street signs

Paid Chk#  009220
SECURITY FIRST BANK
1/10/2011
$3,390.72
payroll taxes

Paid Chk#  009221
Security First Bank BC/BS
1/10/2011
$285.00
Dane insurance

Paid Chk#  009222
STATE TREASURE
1/10/2011
$469.72
biannual audit

Paid Chk#  009223
TITAN MACHINERY
1/10/2011
$379.75

Paid Chk#  009224
WEST RIVER 
1/10/2011
$205.51
phones-sherrif


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Adjournment

Meeting adjourned.  









__________________________________

Lynette Fitterer, Mayor






__________________________________







Shian Wessels, City Auditor
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


