REGULAR MEETING

6:30 p.m. Monday , November 14th, 2011 City Auditorium Conference Room.
Council Mayor Lynette Fitterer.

Council members present: Delton Kautzman, Eugene Schaaf, Pat Fleckenstein, Gary Hoffmann and Aglae Young

Council members absent:  Phil Bader
Others present:  City Auditor Shian Wessels, Alma Heid, Clint Feland, Tom Wolff, Jon Mahoney, Robyn Theil, Miky Doll, Gaylen Lennick, Gene Toepke, Marvin Schulz, Jess Norton, Marcus Erhardt, Gary Doll, Lynn Leibfried, Jayden Veil, Bruce Blend, Dale Neidhardt, Whitey Backsen, Jim Boehm, Don Schreidner, Jean Jordan, Dane Fuchs
Minutes

Hoffmann moved and Young seconded to approve the October city council minutes with the following corrections (3rd paragraph in the street committee Main Ave should be Main Street, 1st paragraph in the Building committee demotion should be demolition), all voting yes the motion passed.  
Water and Sewer Committee

Jean Jordan from Fargo Water presented the board with many options for a more efficient water meters and devices for an automated meter reading system.  Currently the meters in New Salem are read manually by city employees and then entered manually by the auditor.  This allows for a lot of human error in meter entry.  There is also the liability and difficulty of entering people’s yards to read the meters.  Wessels explained that with a new system the city would be able to change billing to monthly rather than quarterly.  This would be easier for residents to budget for and it would be easier for residents to track leaks and water problems.  Fuchs agrees that this system would increase the city’s efficiency immensely and should cut back on water waste in New Salem.  Many options were explored but the council agreed that the auto read handheld device, touch pad attachments to the current touch pad systems and the ipearl meters would be a viable solution.  Jean Jordan will compile a quote and present it to the council at the December meeting.  
Wessels presented the board with $491.98 of adjustments to the City water billing, Fleckenstein moved and Young seconded to approve the $491.98 of water adjustments, all voting yes the motion passed.  

Young moved and Kautzman seconded to transfer $20,880.00 to a sewer CD to meet the requirements of the USDA loan, all voting yes the motion passed.  
Street Committee
The BNSF/CHS railroad crossing hearing was called to order.  The BNSF representative explained that the only way BNSF would be willing to open a private crossing for CHS is if another crossing is closed.  The crossing on 46th Ave does not have the traffic volume equivalent to what CHS is expecting but BNSF is willing to accept that.  Many people attended the meeting to discuss pros and cons about the possible closure.  Clint Feland explained that the 46th Ave crossing is used by many people and would divert unwanted agricultural traffic through New Salem if it was closed.  Feland does not feel BNSF has the right to even ask New Salem to close the crossing and also feels that closing a private unused crossing instead of the 46th Ave crossing is a better solution.  Bruce Blend and Dale Neidhardt also voiced concern about the closing and said that many farmers would not be able to get their farm equipment through New Salem’s narrow streets and overhead power lines.  A Young expressed concern with the railroad cars blocking both  New Salem crossings for long period of time and the fact that if their was a fire or medical emergency people could die while the crossings were blocked.  Kautzman explained that the railcars siding is not long enough to accommodate the entire train.  This causes crossings to be blocked unnecessarily.  Wessels asked the representative to look into these concerns and report back to the council with answers at the December meeting. Several people explained that they would like to see the crossing closed because it is not safe and only accessible a few months per year.  Marcus Erhardt would like to see the CHS crossing opened to divert the truck traffic off of 1st Avenue.  The city attorney, Jon Mahoney, explained that BNSF and CHS would need to sign an official petition requesting the consideration of the 46th Ave closure a hearing would need to be held at the December council meeting.  The meeting would have to be advertised for four consecutive weeks.  The council thanked everyone for their input and explained that they are taking this closing very seriously.  The Street Committee is going to investigate the possibility of private crossings that could be closed rather than the 46th Ave closing.  The BNSF representative said they would consider that option if two or more private crossings would close.  Jim Boehm, Morton County Commissioner, also attended the meeting on behalf of Morton County and explained that the issue would also have to come before the Morton County Board for consideration.  
Auditorium Committee

Wessels presented the council with candle policy’s from different entertainment venues in the Bismarck/Mandan area.  Most venue’s allow candle use if they are in self contained containers and the flame is one inch below the top of the container.  The state fire code allows candles in public buildings in self contained containers on securely supported non combustible areas.  Wessels will add these requirements to the Auditorium rental policy and present it to the December council meeting for approval.  
A thank you card and twenty five dollar donation from Kenny and Glenda Kaelberer, Raymond and Dorlene Kaelbeer and Marlene Bethke was presented to the council.  The card was sent to thank the city for the use of the auditorium for walking.  
Police Committee

The 3rd quarter police report and the municipal court report was presented to the board and d Young moved and Fleckenstein seconded to approve them as presented, all voting yes the motion passed.  
A copy of the juvenile curfew was presented to the council and it was suggested that it be published in the New Salem Journal.  The police committee will review the curfew and if they decided changes should be made to the ordinance the suggestions will be presented to the board.  

Sanitation and Garbage Committee

Kautzman moved and Hoffmann seconded to table the decision pertaining to the petition for a recycling trailer until the December meeting, all voting yes the motion passed.   
Personnel Committee
Hoffmann and Young presented the board with their completed job descriptions for the auditorium janitorial personal.  Young moved and Fleckenstein seconded to approve the job descriptions for the auditorium janitorial positions, all voting yes the motion passed.  
 Building Committee
Wessels presented the board with samples of policy’s for Temporary Housing requirements.  The planning and zoning committee will review the different policies and present the council with possible policy for the city of New Salem.  Hoffmann explained that the P Z board is also looking into the enforcement of the certificates of compliance.  This would ensure that business and rental properties would be properly inspected prior to operation.  
The board reviewed the building inspector report for August-November.  

Clint Feland and Tom Wolff discussed the property condition at 108 Main Street.  Wolff and Feland discussed the improvements that need to be made to the property in order to reverse the current condemnation. Feland plans to begin winterizing and cleaning the property in the next week which will give him a better idea of the improvements that need to be done to the inside of the property.  Feland also plans to have a sidewalk poured to reinforce the foundation along with putting in a green treated wood along the foundation to stop the possibility of rodent infestation.  Wolff also pointed out that their may need to be repairs to supporting walls in the building.  Feland will attend that December council meeting with a formal plan of repair for the property and his decision on whether or not he will repair or demolish the property.  
Wolff also addressed his concerns for meeting safety requirements when installing the Christmas decorations on city street light poles.  Wolff feels a safety harness should be required when standing on the pay loader at that height.  

Personal Committee 

Young moved and Gaebe seconded to accept the resignation of Lance Gaebe from the New Salem Municipal judge position, all voting yes the motion passed.  Young recommends that Scott Austin be considered for the Municipal judge position.  He is a former Morton County Sherriff and a New Salem resident which the council feels are good qualifications for the position.  Wessels will contact Scott Austin and Lance Gaebe. Mayor Lynette Fitterer appointed Scott Austin as the New Salem Municipal Judge until the 2012 election.  
Ordinances

Kautzman moved and Schaaf seconded to approve the 2nd and final reading of the MDU franchise renewal ordinance, all voting yes the motion passed.  
New Business 
Schaaf moved and Hoffmann seconded to approve the Pledge of Securities as presented, all voting yes the motion passed.  
Kautzman moved and Hoffmann seconded to approve the gaming permit applications from the NS Lions Club, NS Women’s Life and Central Morton Sportsman’s Club, all voting yes the motion passed.  

Schaaf moved and Young seconded to approve the liquor transfer request from The Field to the City Auditorium on October 28th, all voting yes the motion passed.  
Hoffmann moved and Young seconded to pay for the demotion bills from Feland and Tazco out of the Sales Tax fund, all voting yes the motion passed. Fleckenstein moved and Kautzman seconded to approve the bills as presented, all voting yes the motion passed.  
Paid Chk#  
WEB.COM
11/3/2011
$17.95
Paid Chk#  
WEB.COM
11/3/2011
$17.95
Paid Chk#  009653
LESTERS CONKLIN SERVICE
11/2/2011
$216.00
cleaning products
Paid Chk#  009654
SHEET METAL SPECIALTIES
11/2/2011
$171.25
loader misc
Paid Chk#  009656
Bauer, Audrey
11/7/2011
$59.86
Paid Chk#  009702
Bauer, Calvin
11/7/2011
$357.07
Paid Chk#  009703
Blaich, John
11/7/2011
$103.03
Paid Chk#  009704
ERHARDT, RALPH
11/7/2011
$129.50
Paid Chk#  009705
Fuchs, Dane
11/7/2011
$1,421.26
Paid Chk#  009706
Vogel, Ed
11/7/2011
$701.18
Paid Chk#  009773
Wessels, Shian
11/7/2011
$862.05
Paid Chk#  009774
NEW SALEM FARM SERVICE
11/14/2011
$370.50
equip parts/repair
Paid Chk#  009775
NEW SALEM JOURNAL
11/14/2011
$675.99
Paid Chk#  009776
NORTHWEST IRON FIREMAN
11/14/2011
$65.19
Paid Chk#  009777
OFFICE DEPOT
11/14/2011
$450.01
Paid Chk#  009778
ONE CALL CONCEPTS
11/14/2011
$41.60
Paid Chk#  009779
PARK DISTRICT
11/14/2011
$2,697.61
state aide
Paid Chk#  009780
ROAD WARRIOR EXPRESS
11/14/2011
$399.19
Paid Chk#  009781
ROLIN MANUFACTURING INC
11/14/2011
$385.00
shop misc
Paid Chk#  009782
SECURITY FIRST BANK
11/14/2011
$2.50
payroll taxes
Paid Chk#  009783
Security First Bank BC/BS
11/14/2011
$285.00
Dane insurance
Paid Chk#  009784
SHIAN WESSELS
11/14/2011
$145.00
Paid Chk#  009785
SOUTHWEST GRAIN
11/14/2011
$328.62
Paid Chk#  009786
SPIFFY BIFFS
11/14/2011
$156.00
Paid Chk#  009787
OMB/SURPLUS PROPERTY
11/14/2011
$30.00
shop and city misc
Paid Chk#  009788
TAZCOLLC
11/14/2011
$7,888.00
Paid Chk#  009789
TITAN MACHINERY
11/14/2011
$630.04
Paid Chk#  009790
TRANSTRASH
11/14/2011
$874.23
Paid Chk#  009791
USA BLUE BOOK
11/14/2011
$906.72
Paid Chk#  009792
WEST RIVER 
11/14/2011
$218.32
phones-sherrif
Paid Chk#  009793
WINKLER TRUCKING
11/14/2011
$175.00
Paid Chk#  009801
941 PAYMENT
11/14/2011
$2,433.80
Paid Chk#  009802
AG VANTAGE
11/14/2011
$1,067.15
gas and oil
Paid Chk#  009803
AMERIPRIDE
11/14/2011
$433.13
aud floor mats
Paid Chk#  009804
AT&T
11/14/2011
$303.18
Paid Chk#  009805
BANYON DATA SYSTEMS
11/14/2011
$129.00
software and support
Paid Chk#  009806
BISMARCK TRIBUNE
11/14/2011
$175.00
Paid Chk#  009807
CLAYS PLUMBING
11/14/2011
$30.60
Paid Chk#  009808
CLINT FELAND, INC
11/14/2011
$7,280.30
Paid Chk#  009809
DANE FUCHS
11/14/2011
$106.41
reimbursement
Paid Chk#  009810
FAMILY FOOD PRIDE
11/14/2011
$137.28
aud supplies
Paid Chk#  009811
FARGO WATER EQUIPMENT
11/14/2011
$5,187.36
Paid Chk#  009812
FERGUSON WATERWORKS
11/14/2011
$31.11
Paid Chk#  009813
MARSHALL LUMBER
11/14/2011
$369.24
Paid Chk#  009814
GERDAU AMERISTEEL INC
11/14/2011
$883.81
iron misc
Paid Chk#  009815
KELLY INN
11/14/2011
$420.95
leauge of cities
Paid Chk#  009816
MAHONEY & MAHONEY
11/14/2011
$195.00
condemnation
Paid Chk#  009817
MARC
11/14/2011
$38.77
Paid Chk#  009818
MDU
11/14/2011
$227.78
auditorium
Paid Chk#  009819
MISSOURI WEST WATER 
11/14/2011
$11,636.59
water purchase
Paid Chk#  009820
MOR- GRAN- SOU ELECTRIC
11/14/2011
$167.64
street lighting
Paid Chk#  009821
MORTON COUNTY AUDITOR
11/14/2011
$3,200.00
police contract
Paid Chk#  009822
NAPA
11/14/2011
$329.49
equipment parts
Paid Chk#  009823
ND HEALTH DEPT -
11/14/2011
$16.00
labs
Paid Chk#  009824
ND SEWAGE PUMP SERVICE 
11/14/2011
$2,351.00
service call
Paid Chk#  009825
NDPERS
11/14/2011
$451.13
retirement payment
Paid Chk#  009826
NELSON INTERNATIONAL
11/14/2011
$170.28
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Lynette Fitterer-Mayor
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Shian Wessels-Auditor

