REGULAR MEETING

6:30 p.m. Monday , January 9th, 2012 City Auditorium Conference Room.
Council Mayor Lynette Fitterer.

Council members present: Delton Kautzman, Eugene Schaaf, Pat Fleckenstein, Gary Hoffmann and Aglae Young

Council members absent:  

Others present:  City Auditor Shian Wessels, Robyn Theil, Clint Feland, Delores Klusmann and Dane Fuch
Minutes

Young  moved and Fleckenstein seconded to approve the December 12th and 29th city council minutes, all voting yes the motion passed.  
Mayor Lynette Fitterer announce to the council that she would be appointing Delores Klusmann to the city council as a councilmember.  Kautzman moved and Fleckenstein seconded the approval of Delores Klusmann for the vacant city councilmember position, all voting yes the motion passed.  

Water and Sewer Committee

Wessels informed the board that she was looking into a grant/loan forgiveness program for New Salem’s water meter upgrade and would bring more information to the board in February.  Fuchs and Vogel are currently replacing old meters in New Salem while the weather permits. The board told Fuchs to purchase a dozen more of the replacement meters until Wessels can find out the regulations of the grant program.  
An $800.00 sewage connection bill for Road Warrior Express was presented to the council. Feland came to the board several months ago with a bill he received from Road Warrior Express from Clays Plumbing.  The bill was for the excavating and locating of the city’s sewer line stub.  When utilizing the city map Clay’s Plumbing could not find the line so had to spend nine hours with the backhoe looking for the line.  Feland discussed the bill with the city and requested reimbursement from either KLJ or the city.  The city agreed to discuss the issue with KLJ and get back to Feland.  Feland expressed to the council that he did not feel he should pay the eight hundred dollar hook up fee until he is reimbursed for the Clay’s plumbing bill.  Young and Hoffmann explained that the two bills are separate and should be treated separately. After discussion  Hoffmann moved and Young seconded to pay Feland for the Clay’s Plumbing bill for the locating of the city sewer line, all voting yes the motion passed.  Feland agreed to pay the eight hundred dollar hook up fee to the city on the next city office day.  
Hoffmann asked Wessels to set an appointment with KLJ to discuss the city’s issues with the sewer/lagoon project.  
Street Committee
Fuchs informed the board that he is waiting for quotes for the snow gates and installation costs.  He will report his findings to the February council meeting.  Fleckenstein spoke with several communities and feels that in situations with 6 inches of snow or less they are very effective.  Fuchs and the council agree that purchasing a skid steer to follow city plows would be inefficient and expensive.  The board agreed to moved forward with its investigation into snow gates.  
Police Committee

Young and Hoffmann presented the board with the amended 2012 Morton County police contracts.  They met with Sheriff Shipmann about the changes to the contract that the council requested.  The contract now has a section that requires the presence of a officer at the council’s quarterly meetings. Young explained that Shipmann would like the community to know that they need to call dispatch when legal issues arise and not call the local sheriffs directly.  This will ensure that he issues are on record and taken care of according to protocol.  Young moved and Hoffmann seconded to approve the 2012 Morton County Sherriff’s contract as presented, all voting yes the motion passed.  
The fourth quarter police report was presented to the council.  

Sanitation and Garbage Committee

Wessels presented the board with information regarding the city’s inquiry into a recycling trailer.  With the questions answered about the weight restrictions and compartments the board decided to move forward with the purchase.  The recycling trailer will be made easily accessible behind the city shop and will be easier to utilize for the community.  Young moved and Hoffmann seconded to purchase the 8 compartment, dark green recycling trailer for nine thousand and thirty five dollars, all voting yes the motion passed.  The recycling trailer will be ready to pick up in approximately three months.  Hoffmann moved and Young seconded to move the platform currently used for the recycling trailer to the city dumpsters at the transfer station once the new recycling trailer arrives, all voting yes the motion passed.  
Personnel Committee
The board discussed at great length employee raises for 2012.  According to COLA, cost of living increases for 2012 is 4.6 percent.  Klusmann moved and Kautzman seconded to approve a 2.5 percent raise for city employees for 2012, all voting yes the motion passed.  Klusmann moved and Hoffmann seconded to approve the employee raises to become effective as of January 1st, 2012, all voting yes the motion passed.  
Wessels informed the board that she would like to take February 1st-3rd, 2012 as vacation.  Fitterer asked that the city’s phone have a message during this time explaining to callers that the office is closed.  Fitterer also said that she would make herself available in emergencies.  Schaaf moved and Fleckenstein seconded to approve the vacation for Wessels, all voting yes the motion passed.  

The board also discussed raises for the city council and mayor.  Hoffmann explained that the council and mayor put a lot of hours in outside of meetings and would like to see the council and mayor wages increase.  Hoffmann moved and Young seconded to approve the increase in council and mayor pay by twenty five dollars per meeting, Hoffmann, Young, Schaaf, Fleckenstein and Klusmann voted yes and Kautzman voted no, motion passed.  
 Building Committee
The board addressed Feland’s intentions for the property 108 Main Street.  Feland informed the board that he has decided to tear down the building on the property.  The curb stop does not function on the property so Feland cannot turn off the water to the house.  Because of this Feland will need to dig up the line prior to demotion.  Depending on the weather and his employee availability Feland would like to take the house down in the next month but enures the council that the house will be down by Memorial Day, 2012.  Fleckenstein moved and Schaaf seconded to approve the Memorial Day 2012 deadline for the demolition of the buildings on 108 Main Ave, Schaaf, Fleckenstein, Kautzman, Klusmann and Young voted yes and Hoffmann voted no, motion passed.  Young asked that Feland to avoid any  street damage and if damage is done reminds Feland that the repairs will be his responsibility.    

Old Business
Wessels informed the board that the Morton County Commissioners Board have set a hearing for 6pm on the 17th of January to discuss the closing of  the 46th Ave railroad crossing.  Wessels, Kautzman and Hoffmann will attend the meeting on behalf of the city of New Salem.  Hoffmann also requested the presence of Jon Mahoney, the city attorney, at the meeting as well.  
New Business 
Wessels presented records to the council for disposal by fire.  2006-2007 Expenditure vouchers, Municipal Waste Statements, Expenditure, Receipts, and revenue statements, payroll statements, tax forms and water statements.  2004-2005 pledge of securities, employer records and reports, financial statements and check stubs and publication affidavits.  Schaaf moved and Hoffmann seconded to approve the disposal of the records as presented, all voting yes the motion passed.  
Kautzman presented the board with costs for a new siren on the north end of New Salem.  The two quotes are $8823.41 and $10031.17, Kautzman will do some more research and report back to the council in February.  

Hoffman moved and Young seconded to approve the rent exemption for the NS Community Betterment Committee on March 3rd for the German Dinner fundraiser, all voting yes the motion passed.  
Schaaf moved and Hoffmann seconded to approve the bills as presented, all voting yes the motion passed.  
Paid Chk#  
USDA
1/6/2012
$52,489.00
2011 usda payment
Paid Chk#  
WEB.COM
1/6/2012
$17.95
Paid Chk#  
941 PAYMENT
1/6/2012
$3,362.37
Paid Chk#  009796
Bauer, Audrey
12/21/2011
$67.34
Paid Chk#  009797
POST MASTER
12/29/2011
$88.00
stamps
Paid Chk#  009798
ERHARDT, RALPH
12/30/2011
$129.50
Paid Chk#  009799
Blaich, John
12/30/2011
$103.03
Paid Chk#  009800
Bauer, Calvin
12/30/2011
$357.07
Paid Chk#  009875
VOIDED CHECK
12/21/2011
$0.00
nsf
Paid Chk#  009876
VOIDED CHECK
12/21/2011
$0.00
nsf
Paid Chk#  009877
VOIDED CHECK
12/21/2011
$0.00
nsf
Paid Chk#  009878
Young, Aglae
12/19/2011
$296.08
Paid Chk#  009879
Wolff, Tom
12/19/2011
$208.52
Paid Chk#  009880
Wessels, Shian
12/19/2011
$862.05
Paid Chk#  009881
Vogel, Ed
12/19/2011
$764.78
Paid Chk#  009882
Schaaf, Eugene
12/19/2011
$212.29
Paid Chk#  009883
Olsen, Richard
12/19/2011
$92.43
Paid Chk#  009884
Kuether, William D
12/19/2011
$56.61
Paid Chk#  009885
Kautzman, Delton
12/19/2011
$212.29
Paid Chk#  009886
Hoffmann, Gary
12/19/2011
$246.00
Paid Chk#  009887
Fuchs, Dane
12/19/2011
$1,490.92
Paid Chk#  009888
Fleckenstein, Patrick
12/19/2011
$196.49
Paid Chk#  009889
Fitterer, Lynette
12/19/2011
$289.31
Paid Chk#  009890
ERHARDT, RALPH
12/19/2011
$137.99
Paid Chk#  009891
Blaich, John
12/19/2011
$116.90
Paid Chk#  009892
Bauer, Calvin
12/19/2011
$388.28
Paid Chk#  009893
Austin, Scott
12/19/2011
$117.94
Paid Chk#  009894
Wessels, Shian
12/30/2011
$880.43
Paid Chk#  009895
Vogel, Ed
12/30/2011
$728.10
Paid Chk#  009896
Fuchs, Dane
12/30/2011
$1,381.22
Paid Chk#  009897
CITY OF BISMARCK
1/5/2012
$205.48
tv disposal
Paid Chk#  009898
WEST RIVER 
1/9/2012
$207.68
phones
Paid Chk#  009899
STATE TREASURE
1/9/2012
$399.91
biannual audit
Paid Chk#  009900
SHIAN WESSELS
1/9/2012
$212.67
trial/mileage
Paid Chk#  009901
Security First Bank BC/BS
1/9/2012
$285.00
Dane insurance
Paid Chk#  009902
RUDS TESORO
1/9/2012
$46.02
Paid Chk#  009903
ROLIN MANUFACTURING INC
1/9/2012
$18.75
shop misc
Paid Chk#  009904
PRAXAIR
1/9/2012
$25.10
Paid Chk#  009905
ONE CALL CONCEPTS
1/9/2012
$2.60
Paid Chk#  009906
OFFICE DEPOT
1/9/2012
$78.95
Paid Chk#  009907
NEW SALEM FARM SERVICE
1/9/2012
$79.03
equip parts/repair
Paid Chk#  009908
NDSU EXTENSION SERVICE
1/9/2012
$20.00
Paid Chk#  009909
NDPERS
1/9/2012
$675.38
retirement payment
Paid Chk#  009910
ND LEAGUE OF CITIES
1/9/2012
$250.00
Paid Chk#  009911
NAPA
1/9/2012
$209.45
equipment parts
Paid Chk#  009912
MOR- GRAN- SOU ELECTRIC
1/9/2012
$220.85
street lighting
Paid Chk#  009913
MISSOURI WEST WATER 
1/9/2012
$10,620.30
water purchase
Paid Chk#  009914
MDU
1/9/2012
$3,101.81
fire siren
Paid Chk#  009915
MARSHALL LUMBER
1/9/2012
$376.31
Paid Chk#  009916
FAMILY FOOD PRIDE
1/9/2012
$55.97
aud supplies
Paid Chk#  009917
AT&T
1/9/2012
$61.32
Paid Chk#  009918
AMERIPRIDE
1/9/2012
$177.15
aud floor mats
Paid Chk#  009919
AG VANTAGE
1/9/2012
$620.54
gas and oil
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Lynette Fitterer-Mayor
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Shian Wessels-Auditor

