REGULAR MEETING

6:30 p.m. Monday , June 11th, 2012 City Auditorium Conference Room.
Council Mayor Lynette Fitterer.

Council members present: Delton Kautzman, Eugene Schaaf, Pat Fleckenstein, Gary Hoffmann, Delores Klusmann and Aglae Young

Council members absent:  

Others present:  City Auditor Shian Wessels, Cher and Bob Timpe, Gary and Brenda Doll, Tracy Cofer, John Mahoney, Juan Carlos Domiguiez, Gary Braun, Dane Fuchs, Gene Jordan, Beth Haff, Stanley Jochim, Kelley Bethke, Robyn Theil
Minutes

Young  moved and Hoffmann seconded to approve the April 9th, 2012 after correcting the purchase of a rotary mower for $1000.00 not $100.00, all voting yes the motion passed.  
Bid-City Semi Sale
The city auditor opened six sealed bids for the sale of the city semi trailer.  Hoffmann moved and Schaaf seconded to approve the sale of the semi trailer to the highest bid of $1600.00 to Tim Doll, all voting yes the motion passed. 

Water and Sewer Committee

Cher and Bob Timpe came to the council to discuss their $6351.02 1st quarter water bill.  Timpe presented the board with 9 years worth of water usage and billing and explained that although the water meter was not working properly, the quarterly estimation was still charging them an adequate amount.  The Timpe apartments average 17,000 gallons per month and Timpe feels $405.86 would be a fair amount to be charged.  Fuchs agreed with the findings Timpe presented.  Hoffmann moved and Klusmann seconded to adjust the Timpe water bill by $5945.16, all voting yes the motion passed.  The council thanked the Timpe’s for coming to the meeting and for the research they presented.  
Gene Jordan from Fargo Water Equipment came to the board with the final meter transition proposal.  The total cost to the city will be $80,466.00 and that includes 35 I Pearl meters, 452 touch pad transmitters, installation, the hand held radio read system, system start up and training.  There is an option of a 1650/year telephone support package available.  If the city decides to move forward the goal operating date would be September 1st, 2012.  Wessels suggests that the board contribute forty thousand from the city coffers and take a loan out for the remaining balance so that the city funds are not dwindled in case of an emergency.  The board asked that Wessels get interest and repayment proposals from the bank and present them at the next meeting.  
Hoffmann moved and Schaaf seconded to approve the proposal from Fargo Water for $80,466.00 (35 I Pearl meters, 452 touch pad transmitters, installation, the hand held radio read system, system start up and training), all voting yes the motion passes.  Young moved and Hoffmann seconded to approve the purchase of the Banyon Data Systems add on module to run the new system ($1490.00), all voting yes the motion passed.  

Street Committee

Schaaf moved and Kautzman seconded to approve the partial street closure at Pine and 7th Street for an auction on June 28th (noon-9pm) all voting yes the motion passed. 
Fitterer informed the board that there are some concerns with property boundaries and alley easements between Neidhardt Mobile Park and apartments owned by Robert Miller.  Hoffmann informed the board that the Planning and Zoning board is looking into establishing the boundary lines.  

The width of Lake Street and new Kautzman building was discussed at great length.  Gary Braun came with concerns that proper procedure and public notification was not followed if the board plans to change the width of the street from eighty feet to sixty six feet.  Jon Mahoney, city attorney explained that because the street is currently plotted an eighty foot street therefore the city would have to have hearings and follow a lengthy procedure to change it.  Wessels also explained that even if the street is only built sixty six feet wide that the city would still hold easement out eighty feet which is very beneficial.  The other option would be to grant Kautzman’s a seven foot variance for his building.  Young moved and Fleckenstein seconded to approve the seven foot variance for the Kautzman building on the corner of Lake Street and Main, all voting yes the motion passed.  

Police Committee

A letter from Judge Austin was presented to the board explaining what his duties are and what the city is capable of concerning criminal complaints.  At this time the city is not equipped to hear these cases.  The board appreciated the letter and commended Austin on his hard work as city judge. 
Auditorium Committee
Wessels presented the board with a two hundred dollar donation from the NSHS school musical for their use of the auditorium for the 2012 musical.  
The board was presented with a auditorium sign proposal that Bob Owens compiled for the front of the auditorium.  The current sign is chipping and does not represent the building well.  The proposed signage is made of a metal alloy that will have a cream color background with black letters.  The sign will be made and installed by Haag signs and the total cost is $2753.65.  Owens held a garage sale on behalf of Elm Crest Manor and donated $309.00 towards the cost of the city auditorium sign.  The Community Betterment Committee is also looking to purchase and install two historically significant lights and a clock in the center of the building.  This is all pending the city moving forward with the sign.  Kautzman voiced that since the city has worked so hard to restore the interior and exterior of the building to its original appeal, that he would like to see the a more historically significant sign.  At one time the city auditorium had a community bulletin board and Kautzman would like to see the city purchase one of these with the City Auditorium sign above this.  Wessels will look into some examples and bring them to the next meeting.  
The board was informed that the NSHS custodial staff will not be able to apply the finish to the auditorium floors.  Wessels will contact Keller hardwood floors to get an estimate for the next meeting.   

 Klusmann inquired about the possible purchase of a floor scrubber for the city auditorium.  The city currently uses the NSHS’s floor scrubber but that becomes difficult when the auditorium is busy.  This issue was discussed previously by the council but was dismissed because we have no place to store the machine.  It was decided to turn the issue over to the auditorium committee for further research.  

Hoffmann presented the board with an updated proposal for the kitchen remodel.  The board decided that the most important issue is installing the range hoods so that the kitchen is compliant with Custer Health regulations.  Young moved and Fleckenstein seconded to have Hoffmann move forward with acquiring bids for the purchase and installation of the range hoods, all voting yes the motion passed.
Sanitation and Garbage Committee
Juan Carlos Dominguez and Tracy Cofer came before the board to discuss a garbage bill in the amount of $311.57 for 406 North 5th Street.  Dominguez explained that he would agree to pay the entire bill but was concerned that Cofer had not collected his garbage several times since he moved in.  Cofer explained that the plowed snow buried it over the winter several times and that for a short time his cans were behind a bush and Cofer thought it was compost so did not grab it.  After both parties explained the miscommunications Dominguez agreed to pay the bill in full.  
Ordinances
Wessels presented a corrected resolution to the council for review.  Hoffmann moved and Young seconded to approve the Resolution by the City of New Salem, ND  to change the zoning of block twenty of New Salem Proper lots 21-22 and the North ten feet of lot 20 from Residential R-1 to Residential R-8, all voting yes the motion passed.
The city discussed the use of fire pits within city limits at great length.  Kautzman is concerned that the current ordinance is vague and does not address all of the safety concerns that exist.  The council also discussed the noise issues.  Young asked that he board ask local law enforcement to enforce the city curfew and noise ordinances so that neighboring properties are not disturbed by the noise.  
Wessels presented the board with and example from Killdeer that only allows the use of fire pits if a permit has been issued. Wessels also read New Salem city ordinance #4.0303 to the council regarding fire pits and bon fires. 

4.0303 Bonfires Prohibited - Exception  No person shall kindle, maintain or assist in maintaining any bonfire or other exposed fire on any pavement or oiled street within the city, or within twenty-five (25) feet of any building, excepting under the written permit of the Chief of the Fire Department, and only when such burning shall be done in metallic receptacles approved by him, and under proper safeguards as he may direct as to time and weather conditions, and no condition that such permit carries an obligation on the part of the grantee to keep a sufficient safe control of said fire and to be responsible for all damages there from, and that all resultant embers shall be extinguished and the hot ashes removed or wet down at the close of said fire.

Gary and Brenda Doll have concerns about the Haff fire area.  The burning of pallets create a very large fire that sends hot ashes into the air that could start other fires and the chemicals in the pallets are dangerous for others to breath in.  The Dolls also explained that with the size of the fires the smoke gets into their home causing breathing problems and an odor issue.  The board agreed that the chemicals on pallets make them unsafe to burn in city limits and asked that Haff not burn them anymore.  Beth Haff came before the board again to defend the use of her current “man made” fire pit.  Haff informed the board that the city fire chief will be at her residence by next week to inspect her current fire pit area.  Hoffmann asked that she not utilize the area until the fire chief has signed off on the use of the fire pit.  Kautzman and Wessels will look into the fire pit ordinance and bring suggestions to the next meeting.  
New Business 
Hoffmann moved and Young seconded to approve the gaming permit for the Community Betterment Committee, all voting yes the motion passed. 
Schaaf moved and Young seconded to approved the Rud Corporation On/Off sale liquor license application, Schaaf, Kautzman, Young, Klusmann and Fleckenstein voted yes, Hoffmann voted no, motion passes. 

Klusmann asked the council to consider working towards a city plan, one that would give monthly and annual goals for the city of New Salem.  The council agreed that this would be very beneficial to the community. Wessels will get a copy of the current city strategic plan to the council members and the council will begin meeting a half hour early each month to dedicate time to city planning.  
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