REGULAR MEETING

6:30 p.m. Monday , July 14th, 2014 City Auditorium Conference Room.
Council Mayor Lynette Fitterer.

Council members present: Delton Kautzman, Eugene Schaaf, Pat Fleckenstein, Delores Klusmann, Aglae Young, and Gary Hoffmann
Others present:  City Auditor Melissa Davis, Katie Olson, Dane Fuchs, Jim Frohlich, Kristi Klusmann, Brian Sutton, and Kim Bethke.
Minutes

Klusmann moved and Kautzman seconded to approve the June city council minutes, all voting yes the motion passed.  
Visitors.
Sutton came to the board concerned about his water bill being high for the billing month of June.  Davis presented the council with Suttons previous 6 months of readings and the current reading.  The council will continue to follow up on current billings and watch for any large variances.  Fuchs will put an updated meter on next week.
Kristi Klusmann attended the meeting to check on progress of the joint powers agreement for the fitness center.  Due to health issues Hoffmann was unable to meet with the city attorney to begin drawing up the agreement, but will be in contact with Mahoney before the next council meeting.  Klusmann also shared with the council that there is an interested party who would like to organize a local 5K run/walk.  The council stated they would be happy to work with the individual when it is presented to them.
Kim Bethke presented the council with a recycling handout that includes additional items she would like to see added to the city’s recycling trailer.  Fuchs had concerns that the trailer is currently being used to its limits.  The council agrees that maybe in the future more items could be added, but currently the trailer is being utilized to its extent.
Water and Sewer
Davis presented the 2013 CCR Report, the board was pleased with the results.
Davis presented the following past due water bills to the council; Feland Inc $307.48, John Brookhouser $38.57, these bills will be special assessed to the property, Davis also presented the board with the following water bill adjustments;  Holly Johnson $45.01, Matthew Theil $3866.16, Roger Klemisch $0.95, and Jackie Lausch $597.30.  Young moved and Klusmann seconded to accept these special assessments and bill adjustments, all voting yes the motion passed.
Klusmann brought concerns to the board about the water situation at North Park.  There are campers desiring water access for the Cow Town Hoe Down weekend.  It was determined that the park board will need to make a decision as how to handle the situation.  

Street Committee
Hoffmann presented to the board concerns with the drainage system on Pine Street between 8th and 9th streets.  There have been issues with flooding and even cars having trouble passing through the street.  Hoffmann moved and Young seconded to have Fuchs install a concrete surface drain, all in favor the motion passed.

The curb cut bids were read.  Hoffmann moved and Schaaf seconded to accept the $10,125 bid for the five curb cuts to Countryside Construction (Dale Hoger), all voting yes the motion passed.
Auditorium Committee

Hoffmann stated that no bids were received for the replacement bar in the auditorium.  Hoffmann moved and Fleckenstein seconded to submit the ad again in January, all voting yes the motion passed.

Young presented concerns about the auditorium security system.  Fitterer will attempt to get in touch with the security company this week to have them come take a look at the issues.  Fitterer is also going to try to contact Timber Root about the doors with heavy duty closures that were ordered over a year ago that still haven’t come in.

Fuchs made a suggestion to the council about looking into replacing the 4 toilets in the upstairs bathrooms of the auditorium.  Schaaf is going to look into getting new handicap quick flush toilets.

Jim Frohlich presented the council with his bill for fixing and replacing the brick on the auditorium pillars.

Police Committee

The quarterly judge report was reviewed by the council.
Young and Hoffmann will follow up with the Morton County Sheriffs Deputies about city ordinances being enforced.

Sanitation and Garbage Committee

Concerns were stated about confusion between the tree trimming letter that was sent to approximately 60 residents and the public notice diagram that was placed in the paper.  Fitterer is going to include some clarification to the city ordinances in her next “Message from the Mayor”.  Young also stated concerns about residents unable to find the time to take branches to the transfer station due to the limited hours of the transfer station.  The council agreed that the transfer station will temporarily extend its hours to help meet the demands.  The transfer station’s extended hours will be as follows, Friday, July18th, 9am-8pm, The week of July 21st hours will be Monday through Thursday 4-8pm, Friday 9am-8pm, and Saturday  will return to its normal hours of 10am-4pm.
Fitterer stated that the city is in need of a transfer station employee, Davis will place an add seeking an attendant that will run for one week.  Jim Frohlich attended the meeting to express his interest in the position.  He will be considered after the position is opened to the public.
Fitterer presented the council with the permit renewal for the transfer station, Davis will update the committee when it is finalized.

Board of Health
Concerns were stated about the property at 111 N 4th St. having no sewer or water.  Davis did some checking and according to local district health no action can currently be taken.
Building Committee

Concerns about the property at 113 N 6th were also discussed.  It was determined that the property needs to be inspected by the building inspector following an electrical fire.  Hoffmann will visit with Wolff about an inspection.

Hoffmann, on behalf of the planning and zoning committee, recommended a variance for the Elm Crest tenant parking on Elm Street between 1st and 2nd street along with all the proper signage to be put in place.  Hoffmann made a motion and Young seconded to approve the variance recommended by P&Z, all in favor the motion passed.
Hoffmann stated that AE2S will be emailing Davis their acceptance as city engineer.  Davis will forward the email to the council and mayor.
Hoffmann also visited with the board about building inspector Tom Wolff.  Wolff is currently working 50-60 hours a week at his place of employment.  These hours are temporary so in the mean time the Planning and Zoning committee members will be stepping up and helping Wolff with his workload.
Personnel Committee

The city is still seeking an animal warden.  One possible candidate has spoken with the mayor, but no application was filled out.  The position will remain open for applicants.

Davis presented an updated contact list for the council, city employees, and committees.  A few additional requests were made, Davis will make changes.

Klusmann was wondering when employee evaluations would be completed, it was stated that they will continue to be annual.  Klusmann has some concerns about the cleanliness of the auditorium bathrooms.  Davis will follow up with auditorium staff.
New Business

Davis presented the council with a gaming permit application for St. Pius Church, Kautzman moved and Young seconded to approve the application, all voting yes the motion passed.

Davis also presented the council with liquor transfers for the Field to the Auditorium ground for July 18-20, Hoffmann moved and Fleckenstein seconded to approve the transfer, all voting yes the motion passed.

Two additional liquor transfers were presented for Sunset, the first to the Morton County Fair July 31-Aug 3rd, and the second to the auditorium on Sept 20th for a wedding.  Fleckenstein moved and Klusmann seconded to approve the transfers, all voting yes the motion passed.
The council reviewed the final election results, all preliminary results were still standing.

NDLC Annual conference was discussed.  Young and Hoffmann plan to attend with their spouses.

Davis received a phone call from Linda Morris, the city assessor.  Linda stated that sometime in the next couple weeks Morton County would be coming to New Salem to do a reassessment of commercial property.

Young moved and Hoffmann seconded to approve the bills as presented, all voting yes the motion passed.
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